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The'New Krishna Generation

MONTPELIER

ITORAM STOOD OUTSIDE

the Unitarian church in

pinkish robes and stippled
scalp, talking to a person who
had shown up for the lecture
entitled “The Science of Self-
Realization.” As people in pas-
sing cars tumed their heads at
Sitoram's unusual appearance,
expressions of amusement and
disapproval alternated across
their faces. Sitoram took little
notice.

Sitoram had come with two
other Hare Krishnas from Bos-
ton Saturday with the intent of
“simply giving knowledge of
Krishna for anybody who wants
tohear” said Niranjana, president
of the Boston temple for 3%
years. As for the choice of Mont-
pelicr, Niranjana says that many
have “some interest in Krishna
Consciousness, but can't come
to our temple [in Boston].”

But those people were not in
abundance, as roughly nine peo-
ple showed in addition to two

and the organizers of
the event. The scheduled four-
hour function fell short by an
hour as the audience disbanded
after a brief question and answer
period.

One of those who stayed until
the final chant was John Mar-
shall - who had imvited the Knish-
nas to Montpelier Though he
professes still to practice the
Krishna faith, Marshall no longer
lives in the temple. He is part of
a new generation of Hare Krish-

nas who don't shave their heads, -

don saffron robes or live in tem-
ples renouncing all worldly
pleasures.

“In the beginning,” Marshall
says, “there was an emphasis on
moving into the temple and giv-

ing up amything that was not
related. And now there's more
and more acceptance and toler-
ance of the Bct that many of us
cannot or are not inclined .to
move into the temple and live
the strict life of a priest. 3o there
are now thousands and thou-
sands of people who just like to
chant, go to the temple on Sun-
day, maybe take a feast.”
Niranjanaalsoseesthechange:
“Preaching has to be adapted
the mentality of the people at
the specific time. Many of the

people are not inclined o re-

nounce all their worldly aspira-
tions.”

Using this adapted form of
preaching, Niranjama included
concrete examples and intermit-
tent humor in his lecture as he
explained the Krishna mantra

and gave a brief overview of the |
philosophy of the Krishna Con-|

sciousness movement.
The Hare Krishnas belong to

a group of religions that use a |
collection of ancient books |

known as Vedas for their inspired

works. Rather than treating the |

deity Vishnu as a supreme god
as other Hindus do, the Krishnas
worship Vishnu's chief avatar,
Krishna.

In 1965, A.C. Swami Prabhu-
pada came to the United States
and began the Krishna Con-
sciousness movement. It was just
what the counterculture was
waiting for as thousands of hip-
pies threw down their drugs and
joined. George Harmison became
imoived as did Allan Gi

“I think that people associate |

the Hare Krishna movement with
all the kinds of things that were
going on in the Sixties, and so
mamy of those have proven to be
just Eads,” Marshall says. “Tobea
hippie is just not even contem-
porary, it's not timely anymore.

This is one difference. The Krish- |
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na movement, even though it
started in 1965, it's still going
on, it's growing... It wasn't just a
phenomenon; it wasnt some-
thing that came out of the Sixties
Marshall left the temple eight
vears ago. “I'm not very submis-
sive,” he says. “I'm not able to
surrender my right to think for

| mvself and make decisions and

that's part of being in the temple,
that you recognize the temple

- authority...Maybe 1 chose the

wrong temples but | would find
temple presidents a little puffed
up. a little proud and a little bit
condescending towards others.”
shall, particularly the move-
ment’s methods of soliciting
funds. Airlines have brought suit .
against the Krishnas for alleged
harassment and deception in
their activities in airports. “It's
something thar bothered me
right from the beginning... it did
take place,” said Marshall, with
his ex-wife adding that it is “still
going on.”

Niranjana admits that such prac-

. tices continue, though they are

“not quite as common as a few
vears ago.” Devotees still wear

' wigs and adopt Western dress

to solicit funds. “There’s an
immediate rejection in seeing a

| devotee dressed in robes, with

a shaved head,” Naranjana says.

| “Sowe just adopted a dress wihich
. is compatible with their way of
- thinking ™

As for more serious charges
of gun running and drug posses-
sion, Niranjana concedes that
these have happened, although
the incidents were “blown out
of proportion.” They are “not a
policy of our society,” he savs.

The person responsible for the
cache of arms discovered in a
Krishna temple was recently
expelled Nirnjanaexplains. After
being wamed because of the
gun incident, the individual was
removed for “accepting a spiri-
tal authority outside the Socie-
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