JOHN FEFFER

POLICY FOR PEOPLE

ORGANIZERS USE NEW THEMES AND METHODS
TO TAKE ALTERNATIVE SECURITY TO THE GRASSROOTS

Linda Stout: Moving rural North Carolinians from Japan-bashing lo arms control.

Carolina, where conservatism runs

high, reading levels dip low, and ab-
stract concepts are about as popular as Lib-
van colonels and sushi dinners. Conven-
tional wisdom says peace issues can't find
an audience in this blue-collar area. But
that hasn't stopped Stout.

In four short years, her Piedmont Peace
Project pushed Carolina Congressman Bill
Hefnet's voting record on peace issues
from zero to 80 percent, according to the
Council for a Livable World. A conserva-
tive southern Democrar, Hefner was re-
sponding to pressure from constituents
who have shown a growing interest in arms
control and budget pnonties. These con-
stituents, in trn, have become vocal
thanks largely to Stout’s efforts to make
alternatives to the national secunty state
relevant to the grassroots.

Stout’s project is affiliated with the Al-
ternative Defense Nerwork (ADN), part of
the Institute for Defense and Disarmament
Studies. With organizers like Stout
throughout the country, ADN is bringing
the concepr of alternative security from the
lofry heights of academia and think tanks
to the more accessible public domain.

Empowering the People. “Pedagogy of
cmpowerment” is hardly a household
phrase in the North Carolina piedmont,
but Linda Stout knows exactly what it

l:inda Stout orgamizes n rural North

means. It means wresting political power
away from so-called experts by helping
people educare themselves on the issucs.
Behind successes like Rep. Hefner's voring
tumaround lies pioneenng work by Stout
and her colleagues directed toward em-
powering the working-class residenrs of
Concord, North Carolina.

The efforts have entailed not only a new
pedagogical approach bur also the develop-
ment of new marenals. For barely literate
mill workers and tobacco farmers, briefing
papers on the convennonal balance in Eu-
rope are just not appropoate. Lack of read-
ing skills, however, does not mean lack of
political skills. “Low-income pcople arc
more politically sophisticated when given
the night informanon than the middle
class,” Stout insists.

Despite the plethora of alternative secu-
nty wnong, however, finding the nght in-
tormation has not been easy. “There is
nothing produced in the peace movement
that’s written for aduolis reading ar the
third-grade level,” she says.

Stout’s custom-made curmiculum focuses
not just on military martters, but on cco-
nomic tie-ins thar directly affect rural
workers. By emphasizing the growing mili-
tary budget, the burgeoning trade dehcir,
and the deplorable working condinons n
other countries, Stout can move an audi-
¢nce from protectionism and Japan-bash-

ing to fair trade and nuclear weapons re-
ducrions. “In 10 minutes you can get them
from cussing the damn forcigners to cuss-
ing the Amernican government!” she says.

Educating the Educated. In other parts of
the country, ADN organizers are using re-
lated rechniques to target the more tradi-
tional, mostly middle-class constituencies
of peace and disarmament groups. Jenny
Knight, disarmament coordinator for the
American Friends Scrvice Committee’s
New York office, says many of these peace
activists converse freely on nuclear issues,
but get tongue-tiecd on such topics as
NATO reform.

Drawing on the work Brazilian educaror
Paule Freire, who advocates breaking
down barmers between teacher and smu-
dent, Knight has developed a role-playing
game, “The Common Security Dialog.”
The game gives peace activists “a chance to
walk through the change in thinking that
commeon sccurity implies,” says Knight. By
having participants play the roles of adver-
sary countries, Knighr introduces concepts
such as non-provocative and non-nuclear
defense, maving players beyond the tradi-
tional limits of the arms-control paradigm.

A similar role-playing game, “The Debt
Game,” developed by Parricia Brady of
AFSC's Global Hunger/World Develop-
ment Program, lers players feel the frustra-
tions developing countries experience in
the intematonal monetary system. “Amer-
icans arc basically very empathetic people,”
says Brady. “Given the opportunity to be
actually involved in a situarion at the micro
level, Amenicans will re-evaluare their cher-
ished myths.™

One such myth, says Brady, is rugged
individualism: “If you don’t do well, it’s
vour own fault.” The game, she says, is
“especially valuable for people from mid-
dle and upper classes who do not instinc-
tively know what it means to be victims of
structural oppression.”

Played ar a recent “Real Security™ con-
ference, sponsored by the Institure for Pol-
icy Studies (IPS), the game gave labor lead-
ers a chance to restructure the international
lending system. The two teams came up
with two solutions: one camp stalemated
and faced worldwide catastrophe; the
other shared wealth and, in roughly 10
minutes, creared a new world order. The
lesson? The basic tenet of alternative secu-
rity: the stakes are broader than the inter-
ests of individual countries, and the system
works best when it is not played as a zero-
UM game. ]

John Feffer is a 1988 Scoville Fellow and
edits Nuclear Times' Alternarive Security
bralletin. :
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